Bible Study for Spring 2018



1. Do | have Worth and Value?*

| am a person of great worth because
God created me in his own image, after his likeness.

e e i =

You ARE MADl;/I
GENESIS 1:26-27

N GoD’s IMAGE! |

People search for significance and worth in many places. Some in their work, some in their wealth, some in
their achievements.

We will consider the Bible's account of creation to get insights into what it means to be made in the image of
God and to evaluate our attitudes toward ourselves and others as God's image bearers.

If you are wondering what you were made to do, please explore the Bible to discern how God’s design for
you impacts your identity and purpose.

* Adapted from, “So What?” Great Commission Publications, Inc.

2. Creation: Gen. 1:1-25 Underline “According to their kind”

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. And God
separated the light from the darkness.5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there
was evening and there was morning, the first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the
waters.” 7 And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters
that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse Heaven. cAnd there was evening
and there was morning, the second day.

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land
appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he
called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which
is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation,
plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the
third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And
let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the
heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was s0.16 And God made the two great lights—the greater light
to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of
the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the
fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the expanse of the heavens.”21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that
moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind.
And God saw that it was good.22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the
fifth day.



24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—Ilivestock and creeping
things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25 And God made the beasts of the
earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the
ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.

Q1: What things were created according to their kind?

3. People: Genesis 1:26-28

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created them.

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it,
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that
moves on the earth.”

Q2: What was different about the creation of human beings?
Q3: What is the connection between dominion and the image of God?

Q4: Which of these definitions and/or synonyms applies to being made in the image of God? Which does
not? Why?

a. Actual or mental picture

b. Likeness seen or produced

c. Somebody closely resembling somebody else

d. Synonyms: copy, appearance, picture, twin, double, duplicate, carbon copy.

Q5: How does the mirror help us understand being made in the image of God.?

So What? Discuss as time permits.

Q6: In what ways do we reflect the image of God?

Q7: Why is it significant to know that you are and every person is created in the image of God?

Q8: What could be the implication of saying that people are just “higher mammals” that are no different
than animals?

Q9: What difference would it make in my life if I really believed that I’'m an image-bearer of God?

Q10: Would I accept the way God made me?

Q11: Do I wish | had certain talents, looks, or abilities that other people have?

Q12: Do I criticize people because of weakness or physical features or other personal traits?

Q13: What difference would it make in the way we treat others if we remember that God made every human

being in His own image?



2. Why was there a Flood?

Most religions in the world have a story about an apocalypse—the nearly complete destruction of the human
race. In the Bible, this story is found in the first book, Genesis 4-8, and is called “Noah’s Flood”.

But why would God want to destroy the human race?

Jesus mentions it twice: Mt 24:38, (Lk 17:27), where he describes the suddenness, and completeness of the
destruction, adding the phrase, “and they did not understand until the Flood came”. Paul, in his letter to the
Hebrews says Noah built an ark, “by which he condemned the world.” Peter (1Pet 3:20) writes, “when the
patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah”, and (2Pet 2:5), “[God] did not spare the ancient world
but preserved Noah...when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly”

So they were unable to understand, worthy of condemnation, tried God’s patience, and ungodly. This all
sounds generic, the usual sorts of bad things people do, but it must have been really, really bad if it took a
monster flood to wash it away. Tonight | want to talk about what happened in 9590BC, why it was
necessary, and what makes 2018 AD a very similar year to 9590 BC.

First a few preliminaries. When the straits of Gibraltar, between Morocco and Spain are blocked, the
Mediterranean Sea dries out—not enough rivers to keep it full. This happened many, many times about 5
million years ago, leaving behind a 1km thick layer of salt between Italy and Spain. But there is undeniable
evidence it happened again in 10,900 BC and it stayed dry for 1500 years, until 9590 BC. In between it was
a lush garden of paradise, described in the Hebrew Genesis 2-8, in the Sanskrit Rig Veda, in Egyptian
Pyramid Texts, Sumerian Atrahasis, Norse Younger Edda, and in Plato’s Atlantis stories. The civilization
that developed there was unparalleled in wisdom, power, technology and reach.

But then a meteor impact reopened the dam, the valley flooded, and the civilization vanished, leaving behind
artifacts like the Sphinx, Gobekli Tepe, Inca model airplanes and airfields, Chinese pyramids, and very
confused archeologists. And one other thing—stories, myths, legends that relate what life was like before the
Flood. Which is a good thing, because the artifacts cannot tell us why the Flood happened, but both Plato
and Genesis give a reason.

Here’s Plato’s Critias Dialogue.

For many generations, as long as the divine nature lasted in them, they were obedient to the laws, and well-
affectioned towards the god, whose seed they were; for they possessed true and in every way great spirits,
uniting gentleness with wisdom in the various chances of life, and in their intercourse with one another.
They despised everything but virtue, caring little for their present state of life, and thinking lightly of the
possession of gold and other property, which seemed only a burden to them; neither were they intoxicated
by luxury; nor did wealth deprive them of their self-control; but they were sober, and saw clearly that all
these goods are increased by virtue and friendship with one another, whereas by too great regard and
respect for them, they are lost and friendship with them. By such reflections and by the continuance in them
of a divine nature, the qualities which we have described grew and increased among them; but when the
divine portion began to fade away, and became diluted too often and too much with the mortal admixture,
and the human nature got the upper hand, they then, being unable to bear their fortune, behaved unseemly,
and to him who had an eye to see grew visibly debased, for they were losing the fairest of their precious
gifts; but to those who had no eye to see the true happiness, they appeared glorious and blessed at the very
time when they were full of avarice and unrighteous power.

Plato tells us that something bad was happening genetically, and it expressed itself as (1) bad behavior, (2)
avarice or greed, (3) unrighteous power.



Here’s what Genesis 6:1-7 says:

[6:1] Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters were born to
them, [2] that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for
themselves, whomever they chose. [3] Then the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not argue with man about
eternal life, because he also is flesh (human mortal) and his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.” [4]
The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God married the
daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of
renown. [5] Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. [6] The LORD was sorry that He had made man on
the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. [7] The LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created
from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for | am sorry that
I have made them.”

[11] Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence. [12] God looked
on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth.[13] Then God
said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them;
and behold, |1 am about to destroy them with the earth.

[Youtube trailer for “The Magician’s Twin”]

Materialism—the belief that we are a machine made out of meat—allows any immoral behavior for the sake
of survival, Darwinism. Social Darwinism was the philosophy of the 3™ Reich, and rapidly becoming the
philosophy of today. This is the corruption spoken of by Genesis and Plato.

Genetic engineering—is the attempt to live forever, by removing disease, ageing, and *"defective” babies.
Plato and Genesis tell us that this was going on. Today, starting in 2017, we are now using CRISPR/CAS9
tools to genetically modify human embryos.

Why is this dangerous? The power of positive feedback. It spreads through society faster than a viral meme.
And it is permanent—unless something destroys every last carrier of the meme.

And this is why the Flood was so necessary in 9590BC. This is why many in America and England fought
against the 3" Reich. But the Nazis only invented oxycodone and methamphetamine, they had not yet
invented a way to genetically edit humans.



3. Abraham, the father of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam

Since Christianity, Islam, and Judaism all claim Abraham as an important founder, he could be considered
the father of half the religious people in the world today. That is quite an accomplishment, certainly
fulfilling the recorded promises given to him by God approximately 4000 years ago.

So it is worthwhile to know who he was, what he did, and what lessons we learn from his life. Here are
excerpts from the Bible.

Who and Where Genesis 11:10, 27-32
19 This is the account of Shem’s family line.
Two years after the flood, when Shem was 100 years old, he became the father of Arphaxad.

**x**(skipping at least 8 generations of genealogy)

%" This is the account of Terah’s family line.
Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran. And Haran became the father of Lot. 2 While his
father Terah was still alive, Haran died in Ur of the Chaldeans, in the land of his birth. *° Abram and Nahor
both married. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai,.... ** Now Sarai was childless because she was not able
to conceive.
%1 Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his
son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to
Harran, they settled there. ** Terah lived 205 years, and he died in Harran.

God’s Call and Promise Gensis 12:1-5
The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land 1
will show you. 2¢“I will make you into a great nation,and | will bless you;

I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever
curses you | will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” * So Abram went, as the LORD
had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. > He
took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had
acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.

First Child Genesis 16:1-4, 11-15

Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian slave named Hagar; 250 she
said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps I can build a
family through her.”
Abram agreed to what Sarai said. * So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took
her Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. *He slept with Hagar, and she
conceived.
Eax e v o o v
" The angel of the LORD also said to her: “You are now pregnant

and you will give birth to a son. You shall name him Ishmael,

for the LORD has heard of your misery. *2 He will be a wild donkey of a man;

his hand will be against everyone and everyone’s hand against him,
and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers.”
3 She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: “You are the God who sees me,” for she said, “I have
now seen the One who sees me.” ** That is why the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; it is still there, between
Kadesh and Bered.
S0 Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she had borne. '® Abram was
eighty-six years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael.

Second Child and Promise Genesis 17:1-8, 15-22
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty; walk
before me faithfully and be blameless. > Then I will make my covenant between me and you and will greatly
increase your numbers.”



% Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, *“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the
father of many nations. ®> No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for | have made
you a father of many nations. ® I will make you very fruitful; | will make nations of you, and kings will come
from you. ' 1 will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your
descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after
you. 8 The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting
possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God.”

*kkkk

God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be
Sarah. *® 1 will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother
of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.”

17 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, “Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old?
Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?”” *® And Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmael might live under
your blessing!”

¥ Then God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. | will establish
my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. ° And as for Ishmael, I have
heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will greatly increase his numbers. He will be
the father of twelve rulers, and | will make him into a great nation. ** But my covenant | will establish with
Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you by this time next year.” “?When he had finished speaking with
Abraham, God went up from him.

Tested Faith Genesis 22: 1-2, 12, 15-18
Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied.
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah.
Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.”
*kkkk
9When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood
on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. '° Then he reached out his hand
and took the knife to slay his son. ** But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham!
Abraham!”
“Here I am,” he replied.
2«Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God,
because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”
*kkkk
> The angel of the LorD called to Abraham from heaven a second time *®and said, “I swear by myself,
declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, *" I will
surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the
seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, *®and through your offspring
all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”

Questions:
1) What was the type of relationship Abraham had with God?

2) What did he do that was extraordinary?

3) Why do you think Abraham is so significant?

4) What does the role of faith and obedience play in various religions?

5) 2000 years later in Jerusalem Jesus was crucified on the same mountain that Isaac was offered as a

sacrifice (yet sparred). Abraham’s faith brought God’s blessing on his descendants. A Christian’s faith in
Jesus likewise guarantees his/her future. That is why Christians refer to themselves as “believers.”
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4. Joseph from a slave to the prime minister of Egypt
(God’s plan for multiplying Israel’s descendants)

Introduction: When Jacob returns to Canaan, he has only twelve sons. His small family is surrounded by
many formidable enemies who threaten their survivability. Today we will study how God works through
Joseph to multiply and flourish Jacob’s family and keeps His promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Joseph dreams of greatness

Gen 37:3-36: *Now Israel (Jacob) loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born
to him in his old age; and he made an ornate™ robe for him. * When his brothers saw that their father loved
him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. °Joseph had a
dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. ®He said to them, “Listen to this
dream | had: " We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood
upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” ® His brothers said to him, “Do
you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all the more because of his
dream and what he had said. ° Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I
had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” ** When he
told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this dream you had? Will
your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before you?” ** His brothers
were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind. **Now his brothers had gone to graze their
father’s flocks near Shechem, **and Israel said to Joseph, “As you know, your brothers are grazing the
flocks near Shechem. Come, I am going to send you to them.” “Very well,” he replied.

Q1: What is the meaning of Joseph’s two dreams?

Joseph sold by his brothers:

So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. *® But they saw him in the distance, and
before he reached them, they plotted to kill him. **“Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each
other. ® “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious
animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.” **#*

2830 when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was wearing—
24and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was no water in it. ° As
they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their
camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to take them down to Egypt.
%8 Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? T Come, let’s
sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and
blood.” His brothers agreed. ® So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out
of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels™ of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. ***

% Meanwhile, the Midianites'™ sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of
the guard.

Q2: Why did Joseph’s brother hate him and sell him to the Ishmaelite merchants?

Joseph a slave in Egypt:

Gen 39:2-4: Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s
officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there. 2 The Lord was
with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. >When his master saw
that the Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him success in everything he did,* Joseph found favor in
his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care
everything he owned.

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, " and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and
said, “Come to bed with me!” ®But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not
concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. °No one is
greater in this house than | am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1087a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1112b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1120c

wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?””*° And though she spoke to Joseph day
after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. ' One day he went into the house to attend to
his duties, and none of the household servants was inside. *2 She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to
bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house.

®She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home.*” Then she told him this story: “That
Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. *® But as soon as | screamed for help, he left
his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.” ** When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying,
“This is how your slave treated me,” he burned with anger. ?° Joseph’s master took him and put him in
prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined. But while Joseph was there in the
prison, # the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison
warden.

Q3: What is the Joseph’s character described in this Bible verses?

Q4: If you were Joseph and were in jail due to a false accusation of sexual assault, how would you consider
your life?

Summary of Gen 39-42: Joseph was accused by Potiphar’s wife for sexual assault after he refused to sleep
with her and was put in jail. In Jail, he met two prisoners, one is the chief butler and the other is the chief
baker of the king. Joseph interpreted the dreams of the two prisoners that the chief butler would recover his
position but the chief baker would be executed. One day, the king asked his officers to interpret his dreams
but nobody could do. The chief butler remembered Joseph in jail and recommended him to the king. Joseph
interpreted the king’s dream and asked the king to prepare seven years of severe famine after seven years of
good harvest. The king gave all the authority and power to Joseph to prepare the extreme famine and so that
Egypt could prosper under the famine while all other countries suffered, one of them was Joseph’s family in
Canaan. Jacob sent his sons to Egypt to get some grain and they met Joseph who became the second
powerful man in Egypt.

Joseph revealed to his brothers:

Gen 45:1-11: Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have
everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his
brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it.
% Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?”” But his brothers were not able to
answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. * Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to
me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! ° And now, do
not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that
God sent me ahead of you. ® For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years
there will be no plowing and reaping.” But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth
and to save your lives by a great deliverance.

84S0 then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire
household and ruler of all Egypt. °Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son
Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. *° You shall live in the
region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you
have. * I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise you and your
household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’

Q5: If you were Joseph, what would be your reaction to the brothers who sold you to Egypt?

Q6: If Joseph’s brother did not sell him to Egypt out of hatred, what would happen to all his brothers and the
family?

Q7: Joseph told his brothers, “do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me
here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.” What do you learn from this story about
God’s plan?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+45&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1366a

Jacob’s family settles in Goshen

Gen 47:11-12, * So Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and gave them property in the best
part of the land, the district of Rameses, as Pharaoh directed. '? Joseph also provided his father and his
brothers and all his father’s household with food, according to the number of their children.

Jacob’s family greatly multiplying in Egypt

Exodus 1:6-14: ®Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, " but the Israelites were
exceedingly fruitful; they multiplied greatly, increased in numbers and became so numerous that the land
was filled with them.

Q8: When Jacob and his family moved in Egypt 400 years ago by Joseph’s favor, the number of family was
total about 70. How did God work for multiplying Jacob’s descendants? What lesson do you learn from this
story?

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose.



5. Exodus of Israelites from the slavery of Egypt by Moses

Introduction: Jacob’s family of about 70 peoples settled in Egypt by the help of Joseph. For more than 400
years, the population of the Israclites grew significantly under the protection of Egypt. But God’s promise to
Abraham was to let the Israelites return to Canaan. We will learn how God kept His promise.

Israel’s suffering in Egypt

Exodus 1:6-14: °Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, " but the Israelites were
exceedingly fruitful, they multiplied greatly, increased in numbers and became so numerous that the land
was filled with them. ® Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to power in Egypt. °“Look,”
he said to his people, “the Israclites have become far too numerous for us.'®Come, we must deal
shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies,
fight against us and leave the country.” ** So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced
labor, and they built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh.'? But the more they were oppressed,
the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites **and worked them
ruthlessly. ** They made their lives bitter with harsh labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in
the fields; in all their harsh labor the Egyptians worked them ruthlessly.

22 Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: “Every Hebrew boy that is born you must throw into the
Nile, but let every girl live.”

Q1: Why does a new king of Egypt decide to persecute the Israelites in Egypt?

Moses is born:

Exodus 2:1-21: Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, ?and she became pregnant and
gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. * But when she
could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket!® for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she
placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. * His sister stood at a distance to
see what would happen to him. ® Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants
were walking along the riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her female slave to get
it. ® She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew
babies,” she said. ' Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women
to nurse the baby for you?” 8«Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got the baby’s
mother.? Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the
woman took the baby and nursed him.'° When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and
he became her son. She named him Moses,™ saying, “I drew him out of the water.”

Q2: After Moses was picked up from the river, who fed and raised him? Whose son did he become?

Moses flees to Midian:

1 One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and watched them at their
hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own people. ** Looking this way and that and
seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. ** The next day he went out and saw two
Hebrews fighting. He asked the one in the wrong, “Why are you hitting your fellow Hebrew?” ** The man
said, “Who made you ruler and judge over us? Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?”
Then Moses was afraid and thought, “What I did must have become known.” 15\When Pharaoh heard of this,
he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live in Midian, where he sat down by a
well. ** Now a priest of Midian had seven daughters, and they came to draw water and fill the troughs to
water their father’s flock. ! Some shepherds came along and drove them away, but Moses got up and came
to their rescue and watered their flock.

21 Moses agreed to stay with the man, who gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses in marriage. % Zipporah
gave birth to a son, and Moses named him Gershom, saying, “I have become a foreigner in a foreign land.”
* During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and
their cry for help because of their slavery went up to God.
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Q3: Moses was raised as a prince in the Pharaoh’s palace but now he fled to Midian and became a shepherd.
If you were Moses, how would you think about your future life?

Moses gets God’s command at the Burning Bush

Exodus 3:1-10, Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he
led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of
the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it
did not burn up. * So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn
up.” *When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses!
Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” ®“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for
the place where you are standing is holy ground.” ® Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look
at God. ' The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. | have heard them crying out
because of their slave drivers, and | am concerned about their suffering. ° And now the cry of the Israelites
has reached me, and | have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. ° So now, go. | am sending you
to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”

Q4: Why do you think God chose Moses for delivering Israelites from the slavery of Egypt?

Summary Exodus 4-10: God sent Moses with his older brother Aaron to Egypt. Moses met the king of
Egypt and demanded him to free the people of Israel but the king refused. Every time the king refused to
release the Israelites, God sent various plagues to Egypt for nine times. Then God sent the last plague to

Egypt.

Death of the firstborn announced

Exodus 11:1-31 Now the Lord had said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt.
After that, he will let you go from here, and when he does, he will drive you out completely.

“So Moses said (to Pharaoh), “This is what the Lord says: ‘About midnight | will go throughout
Egypt. ° Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to
the firstborn son of the female slave, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as
well. ® There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt—worse than there has ever been or ever will be
again. ' But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at any person or animal.” Then you will know that
the Lord makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. ®All these officials of yours will come to me,
bowing down before me and saying, ‘Go, you and all the people who follow you!” After that I will
leave.” Then Moses, hot with anger, left Pharaoh.

2L Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select the animals for
your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. ** Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin
and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. None of you shall go out of the
door of your house until morning. % When the Lord goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he
will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he will not
permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down.

29 At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the
throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as
well. **Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud
wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead.

3 During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the
Israelites! Go, worship the Lord as you have requested. 3 Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and
go. And also bless me.”

Q5: What did each Israelite family have to do to avoid the death of the first born sons?

Q6: What is the Passover lamb? How is it related to Jesus?
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The exodus of Israelites from Egypt

Exodus 12:37-41, * The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Sukkoth. There were about six hundred
thousand men on foot, besides women and children. *® Many other people went up with them, and also large
droves of livestock, both flocks and herds.

“ONow the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt™ was 430 years. ** At the end of the 430 years,
to the very day, all the Lord’s divisions left Egypt.

Q7: The Israelites lived in Egypt for 430 years after Jacob’s family moved into Egypt. How much did the
population increase when they left Egypt?

Q8: If the lIsraelites were not oppressed by Egyptians, what would have happen to the future of the
Israelites?

Do you think God’s promise to Abraham would be realized if they were not oppressed?
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6. God chooses David as the King of Israel

Introduction: After the Israelites returned to Canaan after long journey from Egypt through the desert for
forty years, they asked God to give them a king who could fight against many enemies surrounding them.
The first king was Saul but he did not follow God’s commands and then David was chosen to be the next
king. God promised King David that his throne will be established forever. From David’s descendants, the
savior of human, Jesus, came as the fulfilment of God’s promise. We will study how an unknown young
man became a great king of Israel and why God blessed him.

David anointed as king”

1 Samuel 16:1-13 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since | have rejected him
as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; | am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. |
have chosen one of his sons to be king.” ***

19jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen
these.” ' So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered.
“He is tending the sheep.”

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” *So he sent for him and had him
brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and handsome features. Then
the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” > So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in
the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon
David. Samuel then went to Ramah.

Q1: When the prophet Samuel visited Jesse to anoint one of his sons for the future king of Israel, why do
you think Jesse did not call David to stand with his seven older brothers? Why do you think God anointed
David?

David and Goliath:

1 Samuel 17:2- 51 ?Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up their
battle line to meet the Philistines. 3 The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the
valley between them. * A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp.
His height was six cubits and a span.

*+x 10Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the armies of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each
other.” ' On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israclites were dismayed and terrified. ***

" Now Jesse said to his son David, “Take this ephah of roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread for your
brothers and hurry to their camp. ***

2 Early in the morning David left the flock in the care of a shepherd, loaded up and set out, as Jesse had
directed. He reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle positions, shouting the war cry.* Israel
and the Philistines were drawing up their lines facing each other. ***

1 \What David said was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him. *2 David said to Saul, “Let no
one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.” ** Saul replied, “You are not
able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior
from his youth.” % But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a
lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, ** I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep
from its mouth. When it turned on me, | seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it.* Your servant has killed
both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the
armies of the living God. *" The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will
rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.”

8 Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze helmet on his
head. ** David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to
them. “I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he took them off. O Then
he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his
shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine.

* Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. ** He looked
David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he



despised him. ** He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?”” And the Philistine cursed
David by his gods. *“Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!”
*David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but | come against
you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. *° This day
the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day | will
give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know
that there is a God in Israel. " All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that
the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.”

*® As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet
him. * Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead.
The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground. ***

! David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine’s sword and drew it from the sheath. After he
killed him, he cut off his head with the sword. When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned
and ran.

Q2: What qualifications of David for a king of Israel can you find from this story?

Summary: After David killed Goliath, he served King Saul. As David’s popularity rose and a distressing
spirit troubled king Saul, the king tried to kill David. David and his followers fled from Saul for many years
until the king was killed in a battle. Then, the Israelites accepted David as the king of Israel.

David Spares Saul’s Life

1 Samuel 24:1-21 BA fter Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, “David is in the Desert
of En Gedi.” 2 So Saul took three thousand able young men from all Israel and set out to look for David and
his men near the Crags of the Wild Goats. ®He came to the sheep pens along the way:; a cave was there, and
Saul went in to relieve himself. David and his men were far back in the cave.” The men said, “This is the day
the Lord spoke of when he said™ to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you
wish.”” Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. ° Afterward, David was
conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. °He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that |
should do such a thing to my master, the Lord’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed of
the Lord.”

Q3: What was the situation when King Saul entered the cave for rest?
Q4: Why was David conscience-stricken?

"With these words David sharply rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left the
cave and went his way. ® Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the king!” When
Saul looked behind him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. ® He said to
Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming you’? *° This day you have seen with
your own eyes how the Lord delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I
spared you; I said, ‘I will not lay my hand on my lord, because he is the Lord’s anointed.” ** See, my father,
look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. See that
there is nothing in my hand to indicate that | am guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. | have not wronged you,
but you are huntingme down to take my life. *May the Lord judge between you and me. And may
the Lord avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will not touch you. ***”

' When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your voice, David my son?” And he wept
aloud. Y “You are more righteous than I,” he said. “You have treated me well, but | have treated you
badly. *® You have just now told me about the good you did to me; the Lord delivered me into your hands,
but you did not kill me. *** 2°| know that you will surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be
established in your hands.?! *#*>

Q5: Why did David not kill King Saul? What qualification of David for the future king can you find from
this story?
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God’s promise to David

2 Samuel 7:11-16 “‘The Lord declares to you (king David) that the Lord himself will establish a house for
you: **When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, | will raise up your offspring to succeed
you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. ** He is the one who will build a house for
my Name, and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.* 1 will be his father, and he will be my
son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human
hands. ** But my love will never be taken away from him, as | took it away from Saul, whom | removed
from before you. *® Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be
established forever.’”

Q6: Why do you think God blessed King David such lavishly?

Q7: What does it mean when God said, “*® Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me;
your throne will be established forever.”?



7. King David commits sin and repents

Introduction: Even though God chose David as the king of Israel, he committed a grave sin and then
repented. We will learn how David committed sin and then repented, and how God punished and forgave his
sin.

David commits sin

2 Samuel 11: 1-27 *In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s
men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David
remained in Jerusalem. 2One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the
palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, *and David sent someone to
find out about her. The man said, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the
Hittite.” * Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (Now she was
purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) Then she went back home. ® The woman conceived and
sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.”

Q1: What was the circumstance in which David committed a sin?

David tries to cover up his sin

®So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent him to David. ' When Uriah
came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were and how the war was going. & Then
David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from
the king was sent after him. ® But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his master’s servants and
did not go down to his house.

Y David was told, “Uriah did not go home.” So he asked Uriah, “Haven’t you just come from a military
campaign? Why didn’t you go home?” *! Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in
tents and my commander Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open country. How could I go to my
house to eat and drink and make love to my wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!” ** Then
David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained in
Jerusalem that day and the next.’® At David’s invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him
drunk. But in the evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did not go
home.

In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah.* In it he wrote, “Put Uriah out in front
where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die.”

8350 while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he knew the strongest defenders
were. ” When the men of the city came out and fought against Joab, some of the men in David’s army fell;
moreover, Uriah the Hittite died. ...

2\When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him.?’ After the time of
mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But
the thing David had done displeased the Lord.

Q2: How did David try to cover up his sin?

Nathan Rebukes David

2 Samuel 12:1-12 The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a
certain town, one rich and the other poor.? The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, *but
the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him
and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to
him.

*“Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle
to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the
poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.”

> David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord lives, the man who did
this must die! ® He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.”



"Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘I
anointed you king over Israel, and | delivered you from the hand of Saul. ®I gave your master’s house to
you, and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too
little, I would have given you even more. ° Why did you despise the word of the Lord by doing what is evil
in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You
killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. !°Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your
house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’

1 «This is what the Lord says: ‘Out of your own household | am going to bring calamity on you. Before
your very eyes | will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will sleep with your
wives in broad daylight. ** You did it in secret, but | will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.””

Q3: How did Prophet Nathan make King David to concede his sin?

Q4: Why did David not know that Nathan pointed to him when he told the rich and poor man’s sheep?

Q5: What is the curse Prophet Nathan prophesized to occur in the David’s family in the future as
punishment?

David repents

2 Samuel 12:13-25 * Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.”

Nathan replied, “The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. 1 But because by doing this
you have shown utter contempt for the Lord, the son born to you will die.”

> After Nathan had gone home, the Lord struck the child that Uriah’s wife had borne to David, and he
became ill. ® David pleaded with God for the child. He fasted and spent the nights lying in sackcloth on the
ground. *" The elders of his household stood beside him to get him up from the ground, but he refused, and
he would not eat any food with them.

8 On the seventh day the child died. David’s attendants were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for
they thought, “While the child was still living, he wouldn’t listen to us when we spoke to him. How can we
now tell him the child is dead? He may do something desperate.”

¥ David noticed that his attendants were whispering among themselves, and he realized the child was dead.
“Is the child dead?” he asked. “Yes,” they replied, “he is dead.”

22 Then David got up from the ground. After he had washed, put on lotions and changed his clothes, he went
into the house of the Lord and worshiped. Then he went to his own house, and at his request they served him
food, and he ate.

' His attendants asked him, “Why are you acting this way? While the child was alive, you fasted and
wept, but now that the child is dead, you get up and eat!” 2 He answered, “While the child was still alive, I
fasted and wept. | thought, ‘Who knows? The Lord may be gracious to me and let the child live.” % But now
that he is dead, why should I go on fasting? Can | bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not
return to me.”

Q6: What is God’s immediate punishment for David’s sin?

Q7: What is God’s grace to David after he commits sin?

Absalom slept with his father’s concubine

2 Samuel 16:20-22 % Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give us your advice. What should we do?”

2! Ahithophel answered, “Sleep with your father’s concubines whom he left to take care of the palace. Then
all Israel will hear that you have made yourself obnoxious to your father, and the hands of everyone with
you will be more resolute.” ?* So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof, and he slept with his father’s
concubines in the sight of all Israel.

Q8: What is the consequences of David’s sin?

David and Goliath:

1 Samuel 17:*" All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the
battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.”

The LorD's Judgment of David's Sin of census



2 Samuel 24 '°But David's heart struck him after he had numbered the people. And David said to
the LORD, “I have sinned greatly in what I have done. But now, O LORD, please take away the iniquity of
your servant, for | have done very foolishly.” ** And when David arose in the morning, the word of
the LORD came to the prophet Gad, David's seer, saying, *“Go and say to David, ‘Thus says the LORD,
Three things | offer you. Choose one of them, that I may do it to you.”” **So Gad came to David and told
him, and said to him, “Shall three years of famine come to you in your land? Or will you flee three months
before your foes while they pursue you? Or shall there be three days' pestilence in your land? Now consider,
and decide what answer 1 shall return to him who sent me.” ** Then David said to Gad, “I am in great
distress. Let us fall into the hand of the LORD, for his mercy is great; but let me not fall into the hand of
man.”

Q9. Why did David choose the three days’ pestilence in the land among three punishments for his sin of
pride?

Q10: In 1 Samuel 13:14, God said that David was a man after God’s own heart. Why do you think God
regarded David highly in spite of his many shortfalls?



8. Women’s role in the Bible

Q1. How are women traditionally viewed(treated) in your culture? Is that view changing with your
generation? What does your religion teach about women and how to treat them?
Q2. How do you think God (Jesus) and the Bible talk about/ interact with women?

Genesis 1:26-31 New American Standard Bible (NASB)

1Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him;
male and female He created them. 28 God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply,
and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the [b]sky and over
every living thing that [c]moves on the earth.” 29 Then God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be
food for you; 30 and to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky and to every thing that moves on
the earth which has life, | have given every green plant for food”; and it was so. 31 God saw all that He had
made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Q3. What do you notice about the relationship between God and man (male and female) that is different
than the relationship between God and animals?

Q4 What did God command them to do?

Genesis 2:7 New American Standard Bible (NASB)
7 Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;
and man became a living being.

Genesis 2:18 New American Standard Bible (NASB)
18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for
him.”

Genesis 2:20 New American Standard Bible (NASB)
20 The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for
Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him.

Q5 What was man (male) missing? What is a suitable helper?

Genesis 2:20-25 New American Standard Bible (NASB)

20 The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for
Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him. 21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon
the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place. 22 The LORD God
fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man. 23 The man
said, “This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was
taken out of Man.” 24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife;
and they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

Q6. After viewing and naming all the animals the man realized he did not have a compatible partner. How
did God make him a suitable helper? Where did God take the rib from? Why is this significant?

Genesis 3:16 New American Standard Bible (NASB)
16 To the woman He said, “I will greatly multiply Your pain [a]in childbirth, In pain you will (A)bring forth
children; Yet your desire will be for your husband, And (B)he will rule over you.

Q7. What are the two consequences of sin for the woman?



The Woman of Samaria John 4:7-30
27 At this point His disciples came, and they were amazed that He had been speaking with a woman, yet no
one said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why do You speak with her?”

Q8. Jesus (God) was talking to a woman. The disciples were confused about this. What is Jesus implying by
this conversation with the Samaritan woman?

Jesus Is Risen! Matthew 28:1-10

1Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary came to look at the grave. 2 And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord
descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. 3 And his appearance was like
lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4 The guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men.
5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been
crucified. 6 He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying. 7 Go
quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going ahead of you into
Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you.” 8 And they left the tomb quickly with fear and
great joy and ran to report it to His disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they
came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him. 10 Then Jesus *said to them, “Do not be afraid; go
and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they will see Me.”

Q9. What is the idea behind women being the first to see Jesus after his resurrection and telling the
disciples?

1 Peter 3 New American Standard Bible (NASB): Godly Living

1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are
disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe
your chaste and respectful behavior. 3 Your adornment must not be merely external—braiding the hair, and
wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the
imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God. 5 For in this way in
former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their
own husbands; 6 just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you
do what is right without being frightened by any fear.

Q10. Is submission bad? What does this look like for a wife?

7 You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker,
since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not
be hindered. 8 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in
spirit; 9 not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for
the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.



9. Making World Changers Out of Local Fishermen: Peter
(How did Jesus Christ take 12 average no-bodies and turn them into world changers?)

“I know the resurrection is a fact, and Watergate proved it to me. How? Because 12 men testified they had
seen Jesus raised from the dead, then they proclaimed that truth for 40 years, never once denying it. Every
one was beaten, tortured, stoned and put in prison. They would not have endured that if it weren't true.
Watergate embroiled 12 of the most powerful men in the world-and they couldn't keep a lie for three weeks.
You're telling me 12 apostles could keep a lie for 40 years? Absolutely impossible.” — Charles W. Colson

A. Studying the life of Peter will illustrate the change in the apostles.

1. Matt 4:18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and
his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,”
Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed him. 21
Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a
boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat
and their father and followed him.

2. Matt 14:22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other
side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by
himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was already a considerable distance
from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to
them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a
ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t
be afraid.” 28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 29 “Come,” he said.
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the
wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately Jesus reached out
his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” 32 And when they climbed
into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you
are the Son of God.”

3. Matt 16:13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others,
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say [ am?” 16 Simon
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18
And 1 tell you that you are Peter,[b] and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades[c] will
not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be[d]
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be[e] loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

4. Matt 16: 21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and
suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must
be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never,
Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” 23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!
You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human
concerns.”

5. John 13:21 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very truly I tell you, one of
you is going to betray me.” 22 His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant.
23 One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 24 Simon Peter motioned to this



disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.” 25 Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who
is it?”

6. Matt 26: 31 Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is
written: “‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’[c] 32 But after I have
risen, [ will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never
will.” 34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me
three times.” 35 But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the
other disciples said the same.

7. Johnl18: 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.” 9
This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave.]
10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear.
(The servant’s name was Malchus.) 11 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the
cup the Father has given me?”

8. Mark 14: 48 “Am I leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have come out with swords and clubs to
capture me? 49 Every day | was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest me. But the
Scriptures must be fulfilled.” 50 Then everyone deserted him and fled. 51 A young man, wearing nothing
but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When they seized him, 52 he fled naked, leaving his garment
behind.Mark 14:49-52

9. Matt 26: 69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were
with Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 70 But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking
about,” he said. 71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the
people there, “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know
the man!” 73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of
them; your accent gives you away.” 74 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t
know the man!” Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken:
“Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.

(Gap)

Acts 4:27 The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the
high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem
with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.” 29 Peter and the other
apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings! 30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus
from the dead—whom you killed by hanging him on a cross. 31 God exalted him to his own right hand as
Prince and Savior that he might bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. 32 We are witnesses of
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 33 When they heard
this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. 34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the
law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside
for a little while. 35 Then he addressed the Sanhedrin: “Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to
do to these men. 36 Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred
men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. 37 After him,
Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed,
and all his followers were scattered. 38 Therefore, in the present case | advise you: Leave these men alone!
Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will
not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.” 40 His speech persuaded
them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of



Jesus, and let them go. 41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy
of suffering disgrace for the Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they
never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.

What happen in the Gap to change their lives - world changers??

1. 1 Corinthians 15: 1 Now, brothers and sisters, | want to remind you of the gospel | preached to you,
which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold
firmly to the word | preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3 For what | received | passed
on to you as of first importance[a]: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was
buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas,[b]
and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the
same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then
to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.

2. Acts 1: But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

3. Acts 2:1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They
saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues[a] as the Spirit enabled them.



10. Are Jesus’ death and resurrection real?
(Testimony by a persecutor of Christians)

QO: Jesus’ death for our sins and resurrection are the foundation of the Christianity. Can you believe Jesus’
death and resurrection in this 21% century? If not, what evidences do you need in order to believe His
resurrection?

Introduction: The book of Acts is a history book about how Jesus’ disciples spread the Christianity under
severe persecution by Jewish leaders and Rome after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension to heaven.
Saul (Paul) was a main figure for persecuting the Christians. But after he encountered Jesus on the way to
Damascus to arrest Christians in around AD 35, he became a great apostle of Jesus and a crucial instrument
for spreading the Christianity all over the world by claiming that Jesus died for our sins and resurrected. Is
his claim credible?

Saul persecutes the church

Acts 8:1-3 On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the
apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for
him.®But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and
women and put them in prison.

Saul’s Conversion

Acts 9:1-30 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went
to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there
who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.

Q1: Why do you think Saul tried to destroy the Christians?

% As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. * He fell to the
ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” °“Who are you, Lord?” Saul
asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. ® “Now get up and go into the city, and you will
be told what you must do.”

" The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. & Saul got
up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into
Damascus. ° For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.

Q2: Whom did Saul encounter on the road to Damascus? How do you think Saul’s perspective on
Christians’ belief changed after this incident?

1%1n Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” “Yes,
Lord,” he answered. Y The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man
from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. * In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place
his hands on him to restore his sight.” **“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this
man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. ** And he has come here with authority
from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” ** But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is
my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. *° |
will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”

Q3: Whom did Ananias meet in his vision and what was he told to do? What was his reaction to the
command?
Why do you think Jesus chose Saul who was persecuting Christians?

" Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the
Lord—1Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see
again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he
could see again. He got up and was baptized, **and after taking some food, he regained his strength. Saul



spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. ?° At once he began to preach in the synagogues that
Jesus is the Son of God.

Q4: Saul persecuted Christians who believed that Jesus resurrected and was the Son of God. Now after
encountering Ananias, Saul proclaimed in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. What made him
changed such drastically?

Q5: Can you explain Saul’s conversion experience scientifically? Anybody had similar experiences?

Summary: Paul launched mission trips three times to spread the good news to Asia minor and Greece.
When he returned to Jerusalem he was arrested by Jews for defiling the temple. Paul, a Roman citizen,
appeals to Caesar for fair trial. After long journey on boat, Paul arrived in Rome and was put in jail where he
continued to spread the good news. Paul is believed to be martyred by Roman government after the Great
Fire of Rome in July AD 64. The New Testament has total 27 books out of which 13 were written by Paul.
The following incident occurred when Paul, Silas, Luke (the author of the book of Acts) and others were
visiting Philippi during their second mission trip to the cities in Greece.

Paul and Silas in Prison

Acts 16:16-24 *® Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who had a
spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-
telling. * She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High
God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” *® She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so
annoyed that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come
out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her.

Q6: How could the female slave predict the future and know who Paul and his companions were? How did
she lose her power of fortunetelling?

Y\When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and
dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. 2 They brought them before the magistrates and
said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar®* by advocating customs unlawful for us
Romans to accept or practice.”

22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and
beaten with rods. 2° After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was
commanded to guard them carefully. **When he received these orders, he put them in the inner cell and
fastened their feet in the stocks. % About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God,
and the other prisoners were listening to them.

Q7: What did Paul and Silas do wrong when they were beaten and thrown into prison? What was their
reaction to the persecution?

26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all
the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 2’ The jailer woke up, and when he saw the
prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had
escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”

2 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. * He then brought them out
and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 3 Then they
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 3 At that hour of the night the jailer
took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptized. ** The jailer
brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to
believe in God—he and his whole household.

Q8: What happened to Paul, Silas, and the jailer in the prison at the midnight? If you were the jailer at that
moment, what would be your reaction to Paul?
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Jesus resurrection, testimony by Paul:

1 Corinthian 15:3-9 ®For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that Christ died for
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, *that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures, ®>and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. ® Then he appeared to
more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen
asleep. " Then he appeared to James, thento all the apostles. ® Last of all, as to one untimely born, he
appeared also to me. °For | am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because |
persecuted the church of God.

Q9: This Bible verses were written around AD 55 by Paul about 20 years after Jesus died and resurrected. In
the verses Paul claimed that Jesus died for our sins and resurrected and appeared to numerous people
including him. Do you think Paul’s claim is credible? Why? Why not?

Q10: If Paul’s claim is credible, what implication do Jesus’s death and resurrection have on your life?



